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American Statistical Association 
Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Minutes of the December 19 2016 Conference Call 
 

Attendees: Felicity Enders (Chair), Jose-Miguel Yamal (Chair-Elect), Jeff Syzchowski (Chair-
Elect-Elect), Amy Nowacki (Program Chair), Wenyaw Chen (Program Chair-Elect), Bob Oster 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Ed Gracely (Newsletter Editor, Webmaster), Laila Poisson (Book Review 
Editor, incoming Newsletter Editor), Kendra Schmid (Program Chair-Elect-Elect) 
 
Unable to attend: Ann Brearley (Publications Officer), Carol Bigelow (Council of Sections 
Representative) 
 
Felicity called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM (Eastern). 
 
SURVEY OF TSHS MEMBERSHIP 
 
Felicity presented a draft of the TSHS membership survey. She mentioned that the survey 
would provide information on what TSHS could potentially offer section members in terms of 
benefits, would gauge member interest (and perhaps spur it) in the section, and would provide 
information on what TSHS and ASA activities that section members already participate in. Much 
discussion ensued. Ed provided a list of detailed comments on the survey, and call participants 
generally agreed with these. Several others mentioned specific changes that should be 
considered, with some of these focusing around defining the teaching audience of the survey 
participants, whether teaching is a valued part of one’s career trajectory, and challenges of an 
educator when it comes to promotion and tenure. Specific suggestions that were made are 
found at the end of these minutes. Felicity will revise the survey and send it around, along with a 
survey link, to the EC for further comments. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Bob presented a summary of the 2017 TSHS budget. He noted that the projected income, which 
consists of funds from ASA for dues and interest/dividends, and from donations from section 
members, is currently $3300; that projected expenses, which consist of our JSM mixer and 
section awards, are $4600; and that our deficit will be $1300 if each of the five section awards is 
actually awarded. He then said that our cash on hand on January 1, 2017 should be $11,000; 
on December 31, 2017, this amount should be $9700. Bob noted that these totals include 
approximately $1100 of unspent funds from the contribution that TSHS received from Stata 
Corporation. Felicity mentioned that the Statistical Education Section may have expressed an 
interest in funding one-half of the Innovation Challenge Award. She will follow up with the Chair 
(Nick Horton) of that section on this. Felicity will also add an item to the January conference call 
about ways that TSHS can bring in additional funds. Bob said that these could include donations 
from section members, donations from software companies, and continuing education courses. 
He mentioned that donations from section members could be solicited through the TSHS 
newsletter or through a note from the Chair. 
 
JSM 2017 UPDATE 
 
Wen presented an update on the TSHS JSM 2017 program. He noted that TSHS has one 
invited session and can have up to five topic contributed sessions. A couple of section members 
have contacted him about organizing a topic contributed session. Felicity encouraged Wen to 
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use all five of the topic contributed session slots if possible. Felicity is organizing one on 
assessment and Ann may be organizing one on the portal. Laila expressed an idea that may fit 
in well with the portal session. Jose-Miguel is also working on organizing one of these sessions. 
Kendra then mentioned that she is organizing the TSHS roundtables, and is looking for ideas for 
these. Call participants noted that the morning roundtables are less expensive (i.e. the 
registration fee is lower) than the lunch roundtables, and thus might be more attractive to 
section members for this reason. However, TSHS may lose some money on these. As a result, 
Felicity suggested that we limit the number of morning roundtables to two or three. Laila 
suggested that one potential topic for a roundtable is “what are our responsibilities as 
educators”. 
 
END-OF-YEAR CHAIR NOTE 
 
In her end-of-year note to section members, Felicity will mention section achievements (in 
general), that Jose-Miguel will be succeeding to Chair as of January 1, the survey of TSHS 
membership, the TSHS Portal, and will ask for individuals to contribute to the TSHS treasury. 
She specifically said that that her note would not be a fundraising letter – the solicitation of 
donations would be only one or two lines. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Felicity noted that the EC can continue to have the conference calls through the Mayo Clinic for 
2017. Ed noted that other possibilities for EC conference calls include the use of Google 
Hangouts and Free Conference Call. 
 
JANUARY AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Agenda items for the January 23 conference call include how to bring additional income into the 
section (request donations from Stata or SAS for JSM 2017, individual donations, and 
continuing education courses) and the selection of a program chair-elect for 2018. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Future agenda items include testing other conference call methods (Google Hangouts, Free 
Conference Call), discussing survey results of the TSHS member survey, and items for the 
TSHS newsletter. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Felicity adjourned the meeting at 1:55 PM (Eastern). 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR SURVEY OF TSHS MEMBERSHIP 
 

1. Sections 1 and 2: Suggest replacing agree – disagree scales with “Not at all interested, 
slightly interested, somewhat interested, and “very interested”. This lets respondents 
directly match their degree of interest to a choice, rather than having to figure out 
whether, say, “somewhat interested” corresponds to “agree” or “disagree”! 

2. Do we need to define/explain the Portal where we ask about contributing to it? 
a. “See below for details” 
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b. At end of survey, provide brief description and links to Portal, Community, 
Website 

3. Do we want to know about more significant possible contributions, like running a 
breakfast or lunch round table, or doing an educational webinar? Setting up a session for 
JSM? 

4. Item 6: Choices work well for a and b.  Not so well for attendance. We can quantify 
frequency pretty easily. Maybe for each meeting, we ask how often they attend (or “plan 
to attend”?) and use “Never, Sometimes, Usually, and Always” as the choices.  

a. Do you know how to find the Portal? 
5. Item 7: The choices are in an odd order. 21-50 is sort of isolated at lower left. 
6. Item 10: Maybe add “MPH” to the masters set? Actually, I would make this all more 

general “BA/BS   Masters level   doctoral level”.  
7. Item 5: you and/or your career 
8. Item 7: top level 101+, PhD only, your unit (department/division/etc.) 

a. Reframe the question: do you feel isolated as a statistician (yes, it’s only me, 
somewhat, I interact with some others) How many statisticians at your level or 
higher do you have to collaborate with?  

b. Do you feel isolated as a statistics educator? 
c. Missing item: Do you feel that your teaching is a valued part of your career 

trajectory (play with answer options) – how valued from not at all to strongly 
 
New questions: Pull items from competency survey 
How much do you teach? 
What audience do you teach? 
Sex 
Are you currently a student – what level? 
Expand #3 to be students or colleagues 
 


